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Today’s Topics



We want this…….



Not this……



Census Geography Hierarchy
(with 2010 Statistical Area Criteria)              

Revised 10-29-11

• 1,200 - 8,000 population (optimum 
4,000)
• 480 - 3,200 housing units

• 600 - 3,000 population
• 240 - 1,200 housing units

Central axis 
describes a 

nesting 
relationship 

• Cities and towns --
incorporated  
• Census Designated Places 
(CDPs)

•Blocks not defined by 
population
•Smallest geographic level at 
which   data are released 



How is  the Census Data Used?
– Every year, the federal 

government distributes 
more than $400 billion to 
state, local and tribal 
governments based on 
census data.

– Census data guide local 
decision-makers on where 
to build new roads, 
hospitals, child-care and 
senior centers, schools and 
more.

– Census data determine how 
many seats each state will 
have in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

New Hospitals

New Roads

New Schools



2010 Questionnaire Topics

Name Sex

Age DOB

Ethnicity

Race Relation

Rent Own

Tenure



2010 Census 
Ethnicity 
Question

2010 Census 
Race 

Question



Local Employment Dynamics (LED)
Quarterly Workforce Indicators 

(QWI)
• Contains labor market 

information for your state, 
county, workforce area or 
metropolitan area.  

• Provides dynamic 
information that reflects 
the rapidly changing 
economy

• Assists in policy planning 
and indentifying strategic 
trends

Employment

Job Creation

Turnover

Earnings by Industry



Population Estimates Program
Annual Releases in the Intercensal Years

• Population counts
– Nation - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin 
– States - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin
– Counties - - age, sex, race, and Hispanic 

origin
– Incorporated places - - total population only

• Housing unit counts
– States
– Counties
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American Community Survey 
(ACS)

• Given competing demands 
and limited resources at 
their disposal, governments 
need to carefully ascertain 
appropriate funding levels 
for their initiatives.  

• ACS provides dynamic 
information that reflects the 
rapidly changing economy

• Assists in policy planning 
and indentifying strategic 
trends

Needs Assessment

Developing a General Plan

Implementing the Selected Plan



ACS Content

• Four types of characteristics

– Social

– Economic

– Housing

– Demographic

• Characteristics, not population counts



Social Characteristics

• Education
• Marital Status
• Fertility
• Veterans
• Disability
• Grandparent     

Caregivers

• Language 
• Place of Birth
• Citizenship
• Year of Entry
• Ancestry 
• Tribal Affiliation



Economic Characteristics

• Income
• Benefits
• Employment Status
• Occupation
• Industry
• Commuting to Work
• Place of Work 



Housing Characteristics

• Tenure
• Occupancy & Structure
• Housing Value
• Taxes & Insurance
• Utilities
• Mortgage/Monthly Rent 



Demographic Characteristics

• Sex
• Age
• Race
• Hispanic Origin
• Household    

Relationships
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American Community Survey

• 2012 - - ACS 1 Year Estimates-Released

• 2011  ACS Available Data:

– 1 year (2011) estimates - - September 2012

– 3-year (2009-2011) estimates - - October 2012

– 5-year (2007-2011) estimates - - December 2012



Section II

• Homepage:  census.gov

• Data access tool:  American FactFinder

• Exercises



What’s New?

Washington State Library
February 7, 2012

Webinar

. . . at the Census Bureau
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New
Census 
Bureau 

Homepage
(census.gov)

American FactFinder is 
the single entry point for 

census data

Simple data searches
are linked from 
the homepage:

1. QuickFacts
2. Interactive Map

3. Population Finder



1.  QuickFacts
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Must meet population threshold of  5,000 residents 
for inclusion in Population Finder



2.  Interactive Map New

Click on a state



3.  Population Finder



Homepage Footer linked to 
Program pages and 

Special Interest pages



New 
Look

New 
Tools

Easier 
Access

Accessing and Using  

Census Data

The  American  FactFinder  (AFF)



January 2013 Release ‐ American FactFinder





Very Important . . . 

All the filters you choose must 
appear in the Your Selections box 

before you make your final selection 
of  a data product (table)
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Search using Geography:
Address tab

Search for geographies by
entering an address

then
Select geographies to
add to Your Selections



TIME FOR SOME HANDS-ON WORK!!!!



Exercise

Find the most current 
information on the

Percentage of  people 25 Years 
and over in  Louisville, 

Kentucky (Metro Government 
Balance) with a bachelor’s 

degree.



To begin:  Open AFF page, then open Topics
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Expand People
Then expand Education, then 

Educational Attainment









Exercise

Which of  these counties in 
Kentucky has the largest 

percentage of  households that 
make over $200,000 a year.

(Tell me the percentage)

Fayette, Jefferson, Scott, Bourbon

*Using latest available ACS Data



Subject

Bourbon County, 
Kentucky

Fayette County, 
Kentucky

Jefferson County, 
Kentucky

Scott County, Kentucky

Percent Percent Percent Percent

INCOME AND BENEFITS (IN 2011 INFLATION‐ADJUSTED DOLLARS)

Total households 7,933 122,075 301,312 17,628

Less than $10,000 10.2% 9.1% 8.6% 8.5%

$10,000 to $14,999 7.9% 5.8% 6.2% 5.3%

$15,000 to $24,999 12.4% 11.8% 11.8% 6.6%

$25,000 to $34,999 11.9% 11.0% 11.5% 8.5%

$35,000 to $49,999 14.9% 13.5% 14.9% 14.2%

$50,000 to $74,999 16.1% 17.3% 18.1% 19.7%

$75,000 to $99,999 13.1% 11.9% 11.2% 13.9%

$100,000 to $149,999 9.5% 11.8% 10.8% 16.4%

$150,000 to $199,999 2.9% 3.8% 3.4% 4.4%

$200,000 or more 1.1% 4.1% 3.6% 2.7%





What makes up Local Employment 
Dynamics?

 Partnerships between states and Census 
Bureau

 Administrative records + censuses + 
surveys

 Public-use data tools







Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI)

• Detailed demographics
• Detailed state and geography (Metro, 

County, Workforce Investment Area) totals
• Indicators  include: 

– Total Employment
– Job Flow (New Hires/Separations)
– Average Earnings
– Educational Attainment of Employees



QWI – Step 1) Select your state!



QWI  ‐ Step 2) Select your geography and other criteria!

TIPS: a) Select geography first, 
then other criteria.
b) Default setting = most recent 
data for Year and Quarter (2011 –
Q4) and “all” for Sex and Age 
Group. 
c) Toggle between search tabs to 
view additional data. **Be very 
careful to ensure you are looking 
at your selected geography!**

Search tabs

Search criteria



QWI – Step 3) View detailed comparison reports!

Note: You can always 
confirm your search criteria 
here!



Visualize It!

Census Census 
Data

Governments

Non‐profits

Civic Leaders

Business 
Community



Resources

Kentucky State Data Center
University of Louisville 
426 West Bloom Street
Louisville, KY 40208  

Dr. Janet Kelly
Janet.kelly@louisville.edu
502.852.2435



QUESTIONS?



Thank you!

Erran Persley
Data Dissemination Specialist

Kentucky and Tennessee
Philadelphia Region
U.S. Census Bureau

Erran.f.Persley@census.gov
Mobile:  (615) 499-0976


