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HISTORY:

During a meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee, the idea was presented of a layer that would contain data related to road right-of-ways and easements. Much to our surprise, we discovered that there were no templates for us to use to create these layers. After we realized we were breaking new ground, the Technical Advisory Committee began to develop the attributes that would be associated with the polygons that were to be created.  Careful consideration was taken and input was obtained from various agencies ranging from City and County Codes Departments, several public utilities, and the Property Valuation Administrator.  This was done in order to help provide data to various departments such as Public Works, Codes, Planning Commission, etc.

EASEMENTS:

It was determined that the easement layer would be created and populated in two ways. The first, data would be collected from digitally submitted plats in conjunction with parcel data that was already being used to edit the parcel layer. Creating the polygons was the easy part. The more difficult decision was to decide which data was pertinent and would be added to the attribute tables. After careful consideration, we decided on the following:

1. TYPE

2. OWNER

3. WIDTH

4. SOURCE

5. DEED

6. PLAT

7. PIDN

8. UPDATE SOURCE

9. UPDATE DATE

10. COMMENTS 

The second way we created easement data was to use historic easements.  This was done by taking written easements with a legal description and used existing parcel lines.  Existing property markers were GPS'd and used as reference points. 

RIGHT-OF-WAYS:

The right-of-way layer provided an entirely different challenge and we used several different methods to collect data. Like the easement layer, the right-of-way layer is created by digitally submitted plats. Parcels lines are drawn to their correct position based on survey data, which leaves the area in which the right-of-way polygons are drawn. It is a very straight forward process.  The difficult part of this project was acquiring historic right-of-way data.  Some of the streets have not been recently shown on subdivision plats.  Luckily, we  had a head start. In 1996, a local surveyor published “Branson's Property Owners Index Book”.  This book traced the majority of the properties in the City of Henderson back to the original conveyance, which was in 1797. It took approximately four years for the surveyor to complete this project. The sources were the Henderson County Clerk's Office, Henderson City-County Planning Commission, etc. The Planning Commission Staff contracted the surveyor to take the CAD files used to create the Index Book and rotate them into State Plane. Using these AutoCAD files, the parcel lines are moved to match the lines depicted in the drawing. The final method used, which is actually to find and GPS the right-of-way markers. The following fields were created and populated: 

1. OWNER

2. TYPE

3. WIDTH

4. SOURCE

5. UPDATE SOURCE

6. UPDATE DATE

USES:

The layers have become very useful. For example, the Planning Commission uses the layers in meetings with potential developers.  The City and County Codes Departments use the layers during the building permit process.  The layers are overlapped with aerial photography and the Codes Department Staff easily and quickly determines if the proposed structures are potentially located in an easement or right-of-way.  Public Works has used the right-of-way layer to help determine right-of-way widths, location of infrastructure, etc. They have also used the drainage easements for storm water drainage projects.  Utility companies have used the easement layer for planning purposes in order to determine where to locate proposed utilities such as water, sewer, and gas lines. 

